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REVIEWS OF RECENT BOOKS 



A book of exceptional interest and value to every student of Greek 
art is " Ancient Athens," by Ernest Arthur Gardner, recently pub- 
lished by the Macmillan Company. The Athenian capital, with its 
marvelous monuments of art, is an old story — the subject of innumer- 
able histories, descriptive monographs, and controversial works. 
And yet there is need of a concise, authoritative volume giving a 
resume of present-day historical inquiry and archaeological investiga- 
tion, with adequate illustrations of the art remains which have survived 
the lapse of time. Such a summary is just what Professor Gardner's 
book supplies, and hence the special value of the work in question. 

The author has drawn liberally on his predecessors in the same 
field of research, and 
gives full credit to 
those to whom he is 
indebted. He has 
disencumbered the 
book of controversial 
matter by relegating 
disputed questions as 
far as possible to 
notes at the end of 
some of the chapters, 
and he has aimed to 
give as clearly and 
directly as possible 
the impressions pro- 
duced by the sites 
and buildings de- 
scribed, as viewed in 
the light of refer- 
ences made to them 
by classical authors. 

Where so much is 
doubtful no writer 
can expect all his 
conclusions to be un- 
disputed, but the 
book under review 
will doubtless be 
found not to have 
misrepresented either 
the available evidence 
or the theories that mast£r m wiluam wrigrt 
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it. The history, topography, and remains of the city are all fully 
discussed, and the many illustrations from photographs are extremely 
valuable. The work is to be heartily recommended. 
J> When, as at the present time, the American public is being awak- 
ened to the necessity of preserving the natural beauties of the land- 
scape and of supplying attractions to those regions where nature has 
been chary of her gifts, one welcomes such simple, straightforward 
works as "Practical Forestry," by John Gifford, recently published 
by D. Appleton & Co. This work is intended primarily for the 
general reader and the beginner, and as its title implies, it is emi- 
nently practical. 

Forestry when shorn of pedantry, simplified, and divested of 
technical details of little importance at present to the American, falls 
readily into place by the side of the cognate arts of horticulture and 
agriculture. The tendency on the part of European writers has been 
to amplify and extend the subject to the exhaustion of the merest 
detail, necessitating a long search through an immense amount of 
unimportant and uninteresting matter in order to find the points 
of most importance. Mr. Gifford, on the contrary, has adopted the 
policy of simplicity. 

The subject is a many-sided one, and as the author says, it should 
appeal to everybody. Forestry has its strictly commercial and eco- 
nomic side, but it also has its artistic side, since to the man in search 
of recreation or health or sport, and to the lover of nature, the woods 
have many attractions. One could wish that Mr. Gifford in his hand- 
book had dwelt as fully on the artistic as on the strictly practical side. 
& "The A B C of Photography," by Fayette J. Clute, issued by 
the Camera Craft Publishing Company, is one of the latest additions 
to photographic literature. It is presupposed by the writer that the 
reader knows nothing about the art, and each step in the various 
processes is so carefully explained that the veriest novice will have no 
difficulty in understanding the author's meaning. 
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